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"You would never plan

s’ have a place to live - so
you have to have a place

to call home first to think

about something else.”

-Celestin,
Greater Matthews Habitat Homeowner

Celestin lived with his mother and four brothers in a refugee
camp in Rwanda for 17 years. When he was in eleventh grade,
his family moved to the United States through the Refugee
Resettlement program.

During the first few years of their life in the United States, all six members of the family
shared a small, three-bedroom apartment. But once his two older brothers moved out

on their own, Celestin wanted to ensure that he, his mother, and two younger brothers
were able to plan for the future.

After living without one for so long, Celestin knows that a home is the foundation for a
stable life. “You would never plan for anything if you don’'t have a place to live — so you
have to have a place to call home first to think about something else.”

Quality housing — housing that is safe, healthy, and affordable - is foundational to
individuals and families, to the communities, in which we live and to the economies
in which we all participate. ®

Yet the need for decent, affordable housing has never been greater.
Over 1in 4 Matthews households are either living in poverty, near
poverty, or considered “house poor™.
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Driven by the vision that everyone needs a decent
place to live, Greater Matthews Habitat has
partnered with families for over 30 years to build
and improve places they can call home.

Greater Matthews Habitat for Humanity is the only
affordable home builder and no-cost critical home
repair provider in the communities of Matthews,
Mint Hill, and Stallings.

Our Mission

Seeking to put God’s love into action, Greater Matthews Habitat for Humanity brings
people together to build homes, communities, and hope.

Our Vision
A world where everyone has a decent place to live.

Since 1989, with the help of many hardworking and committed community partners,
volunteers, and partner families, we have built over 100 homes in 9 neighborhoods in
the Greater Matthews community.



The problem is far-reaching and complex.
. L

More than 37 million households in the US. — 31.5% of all households in the country —
are paying more than 30% of their income on housing'. 18 million households are paying
half or more of their income.

There is no state or county where a renter working full-time at minimum wage can afford
a two-bedroom apartment2.

Increasing access to affordable housing bolsters economic growth. Research shows that
the shortage of affordable housing costs the U.S. economy about $2 trillion a year in
lower wages and productivity?.

A worker in Mecklenburg County must make $18.60/hour? to afford a two-bedroom
apartment at fair market rent. In Matthews, that number jumps to $21.73/hour4,

Matthews is short 600 affordable housing units to fill the current need and is one of the
fastest growing areas in Mecklenburg Countys.

1in 4 households in Matthews is either living in poverty, near poverty or considered
“house poor™s.
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2N 63% of the existing affordable homes in Matthews are between 30 and 60 years old and
n likely need serious repair®.



Our work focuses on building generational wealth by
increasing access to homeownership and housing finance,
improving the condition of exisiting affordable housing units,
and building strong and resilient neighborhoods.

Our work includes:

\, New construction serving first-time homebuyers with limited income who would not qualify
/ for traditional home financing models. Our houses are designed to aesthetically match
current neighborhoods and utilize green building philosophy.

Improvement and repair of existing affordable homes to keep homeowners safe and
mmmm healthy in their existing homes. Our Critical Home Repair program allows eligible
homeowners the option to age in place at their current affordable residence. We are able
to mitigate the financial burden of costly but necessary home repairs for those on a limited
income while making necessary accessibility modifications.

n Advocacy, which advances access to adequate and affordable housing through changes to
policies and systems.

We work alongside
families who partner with
us. Each family invests

their time and effort
building their own homes
and pays an affordable
mortgage.

We are aided by our
volunteer-led model. Local
community members Z
donate their time and their 7 ™
talents to build, advocate, 7
and raise awareness of the 7 .
need for housing. A

e empower.

Affordable housing is the foundation on which
families and communities thrive.
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Dr. Megan Sandel
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Community Vibrant communities

Homes that are affordable allow families to have lots of different
put a stake in their community, improving the types of people in
space for everyone living there. Strong them. But if we don't
neighborhoods exist where residents have secure affordability for
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transportation, employment & educational can fade very quickly.

opportunities and have a sense of safety and - Majora Carter
in ClUSi on. Urban Revitalization Strategy Consultant

Discretionary income gained
through affordable housing
contributes to the local tax
base and gets invested back
into the community through
government programs &
infrastructure improvements.
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Help us today.

greatermatthewshabitat.org
) @habitatmatthews
@greatermatthewshabitat

End Notes

Unless stated otherwise, information taken from Habitat for Humanity International
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